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it Diary Dates & Events Page

Community Café October 10 3

Flicks in the Sticks October 15 3

November Birches deadline October 16 12

Parish Walk October 17

Church Services Sundays 5

Art & Craft Thursdays 4

Harvest Festival October 18 5

Repair Day October 17 12

Coffee & Books October 1 & 17 8

Short Mat Bowls Thursdays 8

Table Tennis 1st Tuesday 4 54 2 j
Parish Council — Much Birch October 1 6 E_

— 2.00pm from Little Birch
Read about the Village Hall '
{ﬁ%‘i?gative The walk will be approximately 4 miles
Parish Dutchy %{ well behaved dogs are welcome
Walkon f— Tea and cakes on return
Aconbury Hill @1 @‘ to Village Hall ,!
on page 7 e ——
Further details .
Chris Fowler 07931292998 or
David Irwin 07766135068

Gardening Club Annual Show, Saturday 5% September

The Annual Garden Show this year was a very successful
community event held on a sunny day following recent rain. Its
34 entrants created a magnificent display of flowers,
vegetables, fruit, domestic items, and handicrafts.

The Club extended its gratitude to the judges, whose expertise | &
and professionalism ensured the Show's success.

Additionally, Friday's children's workshop,led by Jackie Yates,
produced vegetable monsters and plate gardens that were
entered into the Show alongside other youth submissions.

The number of children's entries were sadly significantly down
this year - which is a shame, so we hope that next year we will
see a rise in numbers by adapting the classes to be more
accessible to our young gardeners.

Continued on page 2.

The Birches Newsletter is also available online at www.birches.news




Jobs for the garden in October

What a difference a couple of good storms of rain can make.
Suddenly the lawns are green again and springing in to rapid
growth and we now have to wait until either the dew or the wet
grass from a shower dries so we can get the mower out and
keep control of our lush green sward. We are advised not to
water lawns in drought as it is a complete waste of water. This
was proved recently with an experiment. On a parched lawn, a
ring of stones was laid out about 30cms in diameter. For 21
days 1 litre of water was poured over the small section of lawn
within the circle, each day. At the end of the period the lawn
inside the circle was still as parched as the area outside it.
Abracadabra - the magic of rain.

Jobs to do:

* Alpine troughs will benefit from being placed under cover or
against a wall in rain shadow away from prevailing wind.

*  Check that greenhouse heaters are in good working order
(in case we have a winter!!).

* Remove saucers from under containers and pots and raise
them off the ground with ‘pot feet’ or wooden batons.

* Itis a good time to lift and divide large clumps of perennials.

* Lift and store dahlia tubers.

*  Mist house plants.

* Remove larger figs which are unlikely to ripen leaving only
pea sized fruit. Protect these from frost to ripen next year.

* Harvest main crop potatoes (if not already done), pumpkins
and marrows.

* Keep harvesting apples, pears and grapes.

* In sheltered plots sow broad beans at end of the month.
They must be hardy e.g. The Sutton or Aquadulce.

* Plant out Spring Cabbage.

*  Drain hose and roll up.

* Divide rhubarb.

* Plant garlic.

*  Provide fresh water for birds in regularly cleaned bird baths.

*  Chop up windfall apples and pears and place on bird
table(s)

* Remove fruit nets. If you have a fruit cage, remove the ‘roof’
net just in case we have snow.

* Remove excess fallen leaves from ponds to prevent the
buildup of too much decaying organic material in the water.

* Clean out and re-hang nesting boxes.

There is a debate as to whether we should be feeding birds at
the present because of a “new” disease that may be passed on
at feeders. If the feeders can be cleaned and disinfected
regularly, it may be ok to feed them.

Derek Scrivens

Gardening Club News

Annual Show — continued from page 1.

Show winners this year were:

Llewelyn Sutton Cup : the Headley family with Tim producing
45 entries by himself ! The Harold Salisbury Shield : Des
Wathen; The Selby Lloyd Shield: Tim Headley; The
Horticultural Shield: Tim Headley; The David Enoch Cup:
Des Wathen; The John Bryant Rose Plate : Des Wathen; The
Rose Bowl : Tim Headly; The Floral Art Shield: Wendy
Fowler; Domestic Plate to Kate Yeates; The Wilson Cup
(Handicraft) Anne Harper; Children’s Shield, Anne Thomas
Trophy and Under 8 Winner - Bea Phelps; Jack Lamberth
won the Over 8 cup; Photography Plate was won by Chris
Fowler and the Painting Plate by Sally Nichols.

It was great to see new faces from the village, plus visitors
from other garden clubs joining us again this year.

Thank you to everyone who entered or helped in any way to
make the Show the success it was.

So, now we are looking to next year -put it in your diary now:
Saturday 4th September 2027.

Lesley Chapman, Show Secretary

Our monthly events are free to members: £5 for non-
members. Refreshments served from 7.00pm.
Usually the talk starts at 7.30pm.

Looking forward to seeing you at our meetings
Lesley - Chair of KT & LB Gardening Club

Contact email: ktlbgardeningclub@gmail.com
Follow us on:

Facebook.com/kingsthornandlittlebirchgardeningclub
Instagram.com/Kings_thorn_little_birch_gc

/2™  Garden Maintenance & pruning
Planting Schemes
Weed/Moss Control
Garden Waste Removal**

Kyle - 07850921889 « =
thejollygardener2502@gmail.co
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Join us at the

Commumity Caté

@ Much Birch Community Hall

Saturday 10 October 2026
10:00 - 12:30

and every 2nd Saturday of the month
14 November
12 December
9 January

For more information or if you are in need of
transport contact Lydia on 01981 540323 or
socialfabric@hotmail.com

A local group who want to bring people together,

events for all ages.

strengthen community links and provide relaxed and fun

AUdEH ot Much Birch

INTHE =

31 (413 Community Hall

Thursday 15 October - GLENROTHAN 12a

. Legendary actor Brian Cox makes his directorial
debut in Glenrothan, a heartfeltdrama and "love

. letter to Scotland.” After 35 years in the U.S., Donal

. returns to his family’s Highland whisky distillery to
reconcile with his estranged brother Sandy.

. Co-starring Alan Cumming and Shirley Henderson,

. the film explores family, forgiveness, and home-

coming.

Tickets £5 (£4 under 18s)

Refreshments including hot dogs and ice cream
available from 7pm

Coming up next month...

Thursday 19 November - TUNER 15

SHOILS 3HL NI SNIIT4

Tickets available in advance or on the door (cash or card
. payments accepted) - for further info or to book tickets please
aemail muchbirchflicks@hotmail.com or call 01981 540097

For further information about films and screenings visit
www. artsalive.co.uk

MERRIVALE FARM MILK HUT
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Selling fresh Organic Milk,
Milkshakes, Vegetables, Cakes,
Wagyu Beef and Eggs
7am - 7pm Monday to Saturday
9am — 7pm on Sunday
Available directly from our self service farm
shop on the family farm where they are
produced.

Our organic, grass fed Wagyu Cross beef
has been born and raised at Merrivale
Farm. The Wagyu breed is known for its
beautiful marbling which gives a delicious
flavour and texture to the meat. Available in
mixed boxes starting at £65.

Also individual cuts & packs.

Contact Lucy for more information on
07974 053804
Or email lucymason@hotmail.com
Merrivale Farm Little Birch
Hereford HR2 8BA

Hope Spring eCards
Anniversaries, Birthdays, Christmas, Easter,
Father’s Day, Mother’s day
New Year, Valentine’s Day
Send greetings for any occasion online
INSTANTLY!
www.HopeSpringeCards.co.uk

WE ARE Ry
FARMING MINDS

Our registered charity has been set up by farmers
for farmers to tackle mental health within the
farming community in Herefordshire

How can we help? We offer:
* 24 hr Support Line * Counselling * Awareness Training
* Social Events * Befriending * See our website for details

Website:
www.wearefarmingminds.co.uk
Email:
wearefarmingminds@gmail.com

Call our Support Line:
0808 8020070

Ortext:

07786203130
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Local Information

Little Birch Parish Councillors
* ClIr Steve Coles

e Clir Tom Palfrey

* ClIr Chris Atkinson

* ClIr Nick Deacon

* ClIr Kate Dillon

Molly Walters (Parish Council Clerk)
>4 Ibpcclerk@gmail.com

(® www littlebirchparishcouncil.org

-

For any queries about footpaths contact:

Footpath Officers

Little Birch & Aconbury
Chris Fowler

& 07931292998
Email 7  chrisfowler1@hotmail.co.uk

Much Birch and Kingsthorne:
David Irwin

)

& 07766 135068
Email &7  david.irwin13@pbtinternet.com

Little Birch Village Hall Committee

Lesley Chapman (Chair) e
John Ellis-Braithwaite (Treasurer)

Cathy Ellis-Braithwaite (Secretary)

Sarah Jones (Hall bookings)

Kate Dillon (Parish Council Rep)

Jane Bolam (Drama group)

Tonya Barnett (Drama Group)

Paulette Traynor (Committee member)

The Birches Newsletter Editor:
John Ellis-Braithwaite
Email &= editorial@birchesnews.org.uk

Photography Group l‘]

We're a friendly local group with a common interest in
photography.
Come and join us:
Contact Sally Nichol for more information
& 07803032928
sally.nichol@btinternet.com

Local Social Media Groups

Find out more in these groups:

m Facebook

Much Birch Parish Group
Little Birch Parish Group
King’s Thorn & Little Birch Gardening Club

Instagram

King’s Thorn Little Birch Gardening Club

Table Tennis Q
Come and join us to play

on the 1% Tuesday of the month!
Little Birch Village Hall 7pm to 9pm

Only £3 which includes refreshments!

Contact
Patricia Kelly

Z 07890 480576

Art and Craft Space

Have an art and craft afternoon away from the hustle
and bustle of life every Thursday
at Little Birch Village Hall!
2pm to 4pm

Bring your WIP or PhD in whatever art and craft you
are working on - or start something new!
Only £3 which includes refreshments!
Contact Sally Nichol

& 07803032928
sally.nichol@btinternet.com
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An article from Revd. Mark : Virtue — a lost way of living?

Hi everyone.

Today, | want to think about an old phrase that turns up in the
Book of Common Prayer. This Anglican liturgy was devised
by Thomas Cranmer in the 1540s as the standard worship
for all churches in England, following Henry VIII's split from
the Church of Rome.

It has a particular “flavour” and was revised in two great
revisions, 1662 and 1928. In the intercessions (prayers of
the people), we cover a number of subjects, including
praying the following:

“And grant unto his whole Council, and to all that are put in
authority under him, that they may truly and indifferently
minister justice, to the punishment of wickedness and vice,
and to the maintenance of thy true religion, and virtue.”

“His whole Council’ refers these days to Parliament, though
when Cranmer wrote it, he was thinking about the ministers
who supported the King in running the country. Note, though,
the end word “virtue”. It proposes a “goodness” of public life,
that we should work for that which is good across the
community. Not only are we setting out to deter wrongdoing —
and that would have looked very different from our current
day with village stocks and such like- but also promoting the
‘good” life.

There is something that is quite reassuring about that, such
that we should work for not just ourselves and our families
but our communities as well. A challenge all those years ago
to our relentless pursuit of individualism and the current
diminution of “society”. Cranmer was on to something here,
and we do well to remember it and put it into practice.

Revd Mark

Church Services in October

20 T

Services for October:

Sunday 4th October (18th Sunday after Trinity)
9.15 a.m. at Much Dewchurch - Holy Communion
11.00 a.m. at Little Birch — Holy Communion
Sunday 11th October (19th Sunday after Trinity)
9.15 a.m. at Much Birch — Holy Communion

11.00 a.m. at Little Birch — Morning Worship
Sunday18th October (St Luke’s Day)

9.15 a.m. at Much Birch — Morning Worship

3.00 p.m. at Little Birch — Harvest Festival with Guest
Preacher Dean Sarah Brown from Hereford Cathedral

Wednesday 21st October

6.00 p.m. at Much Birch - Harvest Festival with the Much
Birch School Children’s Choir

Sunday 25th October (Bible Sunday)
4.00 p.m. at Much Dewchurch - Harvest Festival

Mel's Musings

| scribed this a few weeks ago and as | sit here with the clouds
gathering and the temperatures a lot cooler [ think back to
when [ originally wrote it;

| am sat here with most of the doors and windows open and
have realised that | have been breathing in very smoky air for
at least the last hour or so. The Little Birch Facebook page
has comments from local people experiencing the same and |
realise that another fire, but much closer to us, is ravaging our
beautiful countryside due to this extended drought and
heatwave. | go upstairs and realise that we have no view —is
it a heat mist or smoke? It definitely smells like smoke and
the wind has picked up and is coming at us from the south
west from the direction of Wales where there are meant to be
fires.

This all sets me off thinking. We read, hear and see all these
terrible fires around the country and, indeed, around the world
and yet because it doesn't affect us directly, doesn't seem real,
but suddenly it is real. It may not be dangerously close to us,
but some people are and it is not nice. | then consider what |
would take if ordered out of our home at short notice. Well the
animals firstly and then the OH, only fair | suppose, and then
what? |immediately think my purse and passport and of
course my copious amounts of medication — need a separate
bag for that lot!!! Hang on, the purse is empty and my
passport is out of date, so they would be a waste of time.
What else. 'Cat food' they are screaming at me, sucking in
their fat sides to emphasise the urgency for their supplies to be
bagged up. Where are the cat baskets, must find those
immediately. | then realise that the back of the car is full of
'stuff' to take to the charity shop to offload, need to empty the
car for space to load our items, just in case. Better go upstairs
and try and find our bags; it has been so long since we went
away can't remember where they have been stored. Need to
write a list. | am already exhausted and haven't done anything
yet. | listen to the news and realise the wind is bringing the

smoke in from Wales, and this fire in highly unlikely to affect
us atall. | sympathise deeply with all the unfortunate people
that have been moved from their homes or even lost them in
these fires, and | am in mourning for all the creatures that have
lost their habitat and even their lives. These devastated areas
will not be the same for many years.

It only goes to show that no matter how organised a person
you are, when something takes you by surprise it can throw
you into a complete meltdown of virtual panic and indecision.

Harverst Festival at St. Mary's Church, Little Birch

Our annual Harvest Festival Service will take place at 3 pm on
Sunday 18th October.

We will be welcoming the Very Reverend Sarah Brown who is
the first female Dean in the 1300 year history of the Hereford
Diocese.

Donations of tinned food for the Ross food bank will be most
welcome at a time when many families are struggling. Tea and
cake will be served after the service and we look forward to
seeing you on the day.




Much Birch Parish Council
Details of meeting held on 3/9/26

PARISH MEETING - at the Much Birch Parish Council Meeting
held in the Much Birch Community Hall on the 3™ September
2026 from 7.30 pm.

The parish council held their September Parish Council Meeting
on Thursday 3rd September 2026. The meeting noted that the
much needed resurfacing of Tump Lane had taken place. There
was a timely reminder to take care on Tump Lane, and on all
roads, as the speed limits are there to try to protect all road users.

The local police officer was in attendance and warned about
scams and thefts from vehicles. Report any suspicious activity,
and in an emergency ring 999. Ring 101 to report non urgent
concerns. Crimestoppers may also be contacted on 0800 555 111

There were no further planning applications for consideration
within the parish.

The next ordinary Parish Council Meeting of the Much Birch
Parish Council will be held on Thursday 1% October 2026 from
7.30pm at the Much Birch Community Hall. All are welcome to
attend.

Details of forthcoming meetings are in the column to the right.
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PRIVATE MOBILE MASSAGE

N A refined massage experience
N W brought to your sp.

DISCREET. PERSONALISED@RESTORATIVE.
<%

——— — SIGNATURE TREATMENTS —

RECOVERY &
CIRCULATION THERAPY
/ Back and feet treatment
Lo ~—" to restore energy

60 min £55 90 min £75

/" (_\ SIGNATURE FULL BODY RITUAL 7 o
{ ) < Deep full-body relaxation | @ 9
4 N

60 min £55 | 90min £75

/ f) H UPPER BODY RELEASE i &\ ESSENTIAL RESET TREATMENT
\.\ A S /J Relieves tension in | k\ d | Hands, feet & face
./  back, neck & shoulders \ "/ pressure therapy
60 min £55 90 min £75 60 min £55 | 90 min £75
THE EXPERIENCE PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS
; ) Tailored treatments to your needs
. ® 07577 801043
ﬁ) Calm, private in-home environment @ 0 7 5 7 7 8 0 ] 0 4 3
0 Premium oils & professional care WHATSAPP BOOKING
- ¥ " . Tl
' LIMITED AVAILABILITY

SR
Time to fully relax and disconnect
EACH WEEK

s‘!_iﬁl/

Professional care. In the comfort of your home.

Much Birch Parish Council

Councillors

Clir Alison Cook (Chair) Jasmine Cottage,
Wrigglebrook Lane, Kingsthorne, Hereford, HR2 8AW,
email: thecooks@wyenet.co.uk Tel. 01981 540703
Clir Roisin Burge The Old Hall, Barrack Hill, Little Birch
HR2 8AX  email: roisinburge@hotmail.com

Tel. 01981 540724

Clir Chris Pickering-Grey 4 Court Farm Barns, Much
Birch HR2 8HT email:chris@pickering-grey.uk Tel.
07712 813218

Clir Michael Agyeman Little Willow, Wrigglebrook,
Kingsthorne, Hereford, HR2 8AU email:
magyeman92@gmail.com Tel. 01981 540840

Clir David Irwin email: David.lrwin13@btinternet.com
Tel. 07766 135068

Clir Steve Turner The Underhills, Hollybush Lane,
Much Birch, Hereford, HR2 8HX, Tel. 07768 206296
email:turnersofcrossways@btinternet.com

Parish Council Clerk: Mrs Alison Wright email:
muchbirchclerk@gmail.com

Much Birch Footpath Officer:

email: MBfootpaths@btinternet.com

Tel. 07766 135068

Dates for the forthcoming meetings:
01/10/26, 05/11/26, 03/12/26
All are in Much Birch Community Hall from 7.30pm.

Full minutes of the meetings can be found on the Parish
Council website: www.muchbirchparish.org.uk

You can also find us on X (formerly known as Twitter) at
https://twitter.com/MuchBirchPC and Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Much.Birch.Parish

AVALON TREE SURGERY

‘We care for your trees’

Matthew Thomas

Over 20 years Experience
NPTC Qualified

Fully Insured

www.avalontreesurgery.co.uk
Mob: 07794 569284
Tell: 01981 540478

All Aspects of Tree Work Undertaken




HEREFORDSHIRE

Friendly 1-to-1 grooming
Relaxed grooming sessions, always led by your dog’s individual needs.

! % Our Services 4 :
s Breed standard grooms i
& Bath & blow-dry
s De-shedding & de-matting
s Nail trims :
o4 Teeth cleaning ‘
& Anal gland care i

4 Why Choose Us

& Calm, caring environment |
& Relaxed, client-led grooming sessions |
€3 Mo cages or drying cabinets j
€3 No harsh or harmful products

& Fully insured

& Trained & qualified

& Canine first aid trained

& All breeds & sizes welcome

% Appointments
& Pick-up & delivery service available.
& Appointments available.

9 +44 7795 007315
Message us on WhatsApp

Appointments available

Duchy Walk: Aconbury Hill - 25th August
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n amazing turnout! Thé Duchy Walk on
over 50 participants for an engaging evening tour of Aconbury Hill
led by Ben Anderson, Head Forester for the Duchy of Cornwall.

Woodland & Wildlife Management:

Ben highlighted key challenges in managing the woodland,
specifically damage to saplings and mature tree bark caused by
deer and squirrels. A recent survey revealed high populations of
Roe, Fallow, and Muntjac deer. To manage these numbers,
controlled culling is conducted, with plans to eventually donate
the resulting venison to local food banks.

Monument Preservation & Future Plans:

Managing bracken on the hill fort (an Ancient Monument) is
another key issue. While traditionally controlled by rolling several
times a year, Ben is considering using cattle equipped with
electronic collars to graze specific areas. Additionally, in response
to walkers noting how wonderful a view across to Hereford would
be from the trig point, Ben agreed to explore options for thinning
surrounding trees.

The local community is grateful to have access to this beautiful
woodland. Special thanks go to Ben Anderson for sharing his
expertise and to Alison Clarke for organising the walk and
providing refreshments.

Chris Fowler

jff ‘ Muclq Birc|'1 Communfty Ha”

Much Birch Community Hall is available for hire
to groups meeting regularly and for
one-off individual events.

We can offer:

ol

¢ Awell appointed community hallg
in pleasant surroundings

e Superb kitchen facilities

® New cloakroom facilities
Including accessible toilet

& Several smaller meeting rooms

* Disabled access to the front and
rear of the building

e Carparking

& Grassed areato the rear of the
building

o Feesinclude heating when
required and use of the kitchen

For further information please contact
the Secretary Sylvia Jones on

01981 540980 or email :
mbchsec@gmail.com

or visit the website:
www.muchbirchcommunityhall.org

Mark Burton Property Maintenance
Ltd

e Your local, friendly
handyman

(&)

MBPM

MARK BURTON
PROPERTY WAIWTINANEE LTE

e Here to help you
make the most of
your property

e Let me do the jobs
you can’t or don’t
have the time to do

e No job too small

Call Mark on: 07794470446




Valley View Studio

Handmade
greeting cards,
made in Little
Birch on
handmade
paper with
handmade

written and
hand painted.
Card can be left
blank or have a
message written
inside in a

&= modern
# = calligraphy
§ script.

Hand delivered to you in Much Birch and Little
Birch (whilst I'm walking the dog!)

Phone/What’s App: 07501 727147 (Joanna)

envelope. Hand-

Little Birch ViIIage Hall

Availéble.fd.r hiré for p-fivate »events.
A lovely, well-appointed and heated village
hall with good car parking facilities.

. A modern well-appointed kitchen
. Bar area

. Seating capacity of 100

. Crockery and cutlery provided

. A raised stage and lighting

. Refurbished toilet facilities

(including disabled).

Contact Sarah Jones on 07947 222 650
Email: littlebirchvh@gmail.com
Website: www.birches.news/Ibvh

% SHORT MAT BOWLING %
AT LITTLE DEWCHURCH

We will start playing our indoor short mat bowls at Little
Dewchurch Village Hall again on Thursday September 3rd at 7
pm. and every Thursday thereafter. Sessions are 2 hours long
with a break for tea and biscuits and cost £5. The first three
weeks are free to see if potential new members enjoy the
game.

Bowils is a nice, friendly game, a way of gently exercising and
there are no age limits, young and old can all play well.

For further information contact John Caton, 01981540415 or
just come on the night, everybody is welcome.

EWYAS HAROLD CRAFT CENTRE
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EWYAS HAROLD CRAFT CENTRE
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CRAFT GALLERY
COFFEE SHOP EXHIBITIONS WORKSHOPS

Pontrilas Road, Ewyas Harold,
HR2 OEL (behind the Memorial Hall)
ehcraftcentre.org.uk

OPEN WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY 10AM-4PM l

Coffee & Books at LB Village Hall
Held in the morning of the first Thursday and
third Saturday of the month at 10am

@ Book of the month for October @

This month | thought | would choose another author because
we have several of his books in our collection. Many of you
will know and love lan Rankin’s Inspector Rebus novels but if
you haven'’t come across them then it's worth a try.

I don’t usually go for crime stories but I'm glad | found these.
| came to them late and was quickly captivated. They are
witty and entertaining. What's not to love?

Inspector Rebus, the hero of the books, and as all the best
heroes are, is a flawed character. His relationships,
especially with women, are on shaky ground because, to
him, his job always comes first. He approaches each criminal
puzzle with dogged determination to solve the case. As for
his smoking and drinking, he is convinced that he has solved
his alcohol problem by only allowing himself so many units
per day, but sometimes when the stress is particularly great
he will allow himself more, in which case his plan breaks
down.

His bosses despair of him ever following instruction, but
recognise that he nearly always solves criminal cases so
they allow him to continue. Unfortunately this means also
that he never gets promoted.

The novels are set in Edinburgh but it doesn’t really matter if
you don’'t know the city because the settings just add to the
atmosphere of the stories.

| would be interested to hear if anyone agrees with what |
write about. | know | have one reader! She knows who she
is!!

Jennifer
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Gamber

Log Yard Hereford

Seasoned Hard Wood, Ash Firewood.
“Ready to Burn Certified” WS3962.
Under 20% moisture guaranteed.
1.2m3 IBC cage.
£150 delivered within 10 miles of HR2 8BL.

Call now to order 07519 110 239

www.gamberlogyardhereford.co.uk

Ws3962

Sea Dreams
.S'czm«rc:{c'z..'l{ ool
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A luxury self-catering cottage just
minutes from the beach in
Saundersfoot, Pembrokeshire.

seadreamssaundersfoot.co.uk
stay@holidaysaundersfoot.co.uk
Tel: 07885 604720

[r—

HAQWAITS
CHIMNEY

07801 740516 | 01594 862 976
www.howatschimneysweeps.ltd

ANFRC

LEADING ROOFING EXCELLENCE.

RéEélﬁiﬁG

¢ CONTRACTORS LIMITED ¢

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

LEADWORK
& FLASHINGS

NEW ROOFs

ROOF REPAIRS
& RE-Roors

FLAT ROOFING
& MAINTENANCE '

* 45+ YEARS EXPERIENCE ¢ FULLY INSURED -{*

01432 830586 | 07977 922442

roofing-contractor.co.uk

——— BASED IN HEREFORDSHIRE COVERING THE COUNTY & SURROUNDING AREAS

SOLUTIONS

fisi@me.com

Painting & Decoratfing

Tim Jones
Tel 01981 540242
Mob 07810 895355

3 Generations of experience, specialising in

Painting & Decorating services,

General property maintenance duties carried out,

Fully insured, Good competitive rates,

A high standard of workmanship & customer satisfaction
guaranteed.

Much Birch
Old Charities
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This village Charity was created over 100 years ago to be of
benefit to those living in the Parish of Much Birch who are currently
experiencing financial difficulties. The objective of this charity is to
help children, young people or the elderly with one-off grants. Such
as:

* Baby: Nursery equipment, medical devices, prams, cots

*  Children: School books, sports equipment,

*  Young people: Books/tools for school/uni/apprenticeship

*  Adults: Mobility aids, emergency repairs,

* Elderly: Physical aids, wheelchairs, replacement white
goods

In order to request an application form to apply please contact:
Rev Mark Johnson — email: revmark100@yahoo.co.uk
Tel: 01981 540390
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ALLANGAS

_ : AND Ol
Boiler Specialist

Landlord Inspections
Heating Installations
All aspects of d%t‘:&;tic: gas
LPG and plumbing

Lot o .
Ex British GasiEngineer

Over 30 yearS'experiénce

e
>
>
>
|
|
>
>

Oil inat&llntion and Servicing

T: 01432 8404’91
M:07761 646635 FON

E: allangas@btinternet.com

<P WORCESTER

Steven Allan

C12495 188939

CKRite

Your Herefordshire based 24hr locksmith

yl.

| offer a friendly, reliable service for all your

security needs, including:

+ Locked out emergencies

+ Lock changes & upgrades

+ Lock repair

+ Lock fitting

* Window locks

+ PVC & composite door
adjustment

+ Domestic safe installation

+ Camera and alarm installation

* Free security surveys

(007426 025 663

www.lockrite.org/hereford

G.’heckatrade

Presented by internationally renowned
The Fetch Theatre Company

Seven Tears of the Selkie

A stunning visual performance
without words, featuring
beautiful bunraku puppetry
and original music.

Suitable for ages
5to 105!

This fun and interactive show transports audiences into the world of
Selkies from Celtic folklore where seals transform in order to join our
human world and anything is possible.

Friday 16th October, 4pm With.
Steiner Academy, Hereford, HR2 8DL _\@o

Tickets: Adult £12, Child £6 sartS

e ) H

Enquiries: 01981 540221 - dl_lve
www.artsalive.co.uk S
ooy SRR
Sl L

A Friendly Service, Qualified & Insured

e Lawn Mowing & Hedge Cutting
* Weed Control Spraying

* Garden Maintenance & Pruning
¢ Chainsaw Work & Jet Washing
» Rotavating & Seeding

e Gutter Clearing & Tidy Ups

* Regular Visits & One Off Jobs

The
Gardeners

Paul A Williams
Guild'

awwe 07930 905 888

GARDENER
gvgardenservices@outlook.com
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Your Leak-Stopping, Pipe-Fixing, Drain-Busting Heroes!
Got a Drip, Block, or Plumbing Panic?
We're fast, friendly, and ready to bust
that plumbing problem!

/¥ Our Services Include:
Emergency Callouts

Leak Detection & Repairs
Bathroom & Kitchen Plumbing

Radiator & Heating Work e
Scan the QR Code
Call: 07932 306430 to Get Help Fast!

Mail: help@plumbingbusters.co.uk
Web: www.plumbingbusters.co.uk

&

‘A

Seniors Pilates is at Little Dewchurch Village Hall
Mondays 11.15am to 12.15pm
Join Alison Allan for Pilates — sessions are taught as small group
classes and as individual 1:1 sessions.
Pilates is a great way to keep your body feeling agile and energised,
The movements focus on posture, alignment, core strength balance
and flexibility.

Tai Chi Movements
for Wellbeing

tmw is at Little Dewchurch Village Hall
Thursdays 10.45am to 11.45pm

Join Alison Allan for Tai Chi movements for well being. A beautifully
flowing and carefully selected sequence of movements designed to
enhance and promote our physical and emotional wellbeing. The
movements, which have origins in Tai Chi, Chi Kung and meditation
are simplified and can be performed standing or seated making it
accessible to everyone.

Book Now for Pilates or tmw:
@ 07947 011707 (® www.perfectbalance.life
Email =7 alison@perfectbalance.life

Golden Valley Funeral Services

Independent Family Funeral Directors

Proudly supporting our local community
since 2018

Family run funeral directors covering
Hereford and surrounding areas.

We are here for you 24 hours a day, 365
days a year, call us at your time of need

Tel: 01981 257203

info@goldenvalleyfuneralservices.com
Wormbridge Court, HR2 9DH
www.goldenvalleyfuneralservices.com

() @goldenvalleyfuneralservices
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onbuilding.co.uk

Mob: 07863134329
Local established building company with

Email: richard@act

over 30 years experience
New builds, extensions, renovations,

barn conversions . Projects taken

from design to occupation. All works
fully guaranteed,

Kitchens and bathroom specialists.
Refurbishment or new installation.

Tiling, wet panels, wet rooms, under

floor heating. Design to completion.

We offer a full green energy service,
from solar pv, battery storage, car
point chargers etc, to air source units,

heat pumps new or retro fitted.

Everything accessed and quoted free
; a;E; of charge.

f S
PRI £

www.actonbuilding.co.uk

Tel: 01989740595
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3 & 4 PART HARMONY SONGS
FROM AROUND THE WORLD

f\__/'v

| T0 LIFT OUR SPIRITS
& JOIN OUR VOICES...

" LEARN SONGS BY EAR - NO NEED TO READ MUSIC

- TUESDAYS 7-9PM -
 LITTLE BIRCH VILLAGE HALL -

£10 / £5 PER SESSION

pefis, SLIDING SCALE .
405 EVERYONE WELCOME - 1l
COME ALONG & TRIAL A SESSION - FREE!

— = O )l S~
; Hﬂ\@%uum v ”J'rtﬂ’“%\//ﬂﬁa §

—

iE
PN 07791 740887 TO FIND OUT MORE ps

//:/

I
CONTACT FRANCES KEENAN: frances@wyrdweb.comﬁ

Defibrillator Locations
IN A LIFE THREATENING EMERGENCY CALL 999

AEDs are available to use locally in case of sudden cardiac
arrest. A defibrillator is an easy to use, medical device that

analyses the heart's rhythm and if needed, delivers an

electrical shock (defibrillation) to help the heart establish an

effective rhythm.

* Allensmore Locks Garage

* Backney on the garage wall at Market Gardens Cottage

* Bridstow on the outside of the village hall

* Garway on the wall outside the Garway Moon pub

* Harewood End at Harewood End Inn on outside of the
pub at the back in the beer garden.
Little Birch on the outside of the village hall

* Llanwarne on the wall by steps leading up to the
village hall

*  Much Birch on the outside of the church hall

*  Much Birch Axe & Cleaver on the side of the pub

*  Much Dewchurch outside Steiner School, first building
after the church

* Peterstow at the Yew Tree pub

» Sellack on the outside of the parish hall (key code
needed)

» St Weonards old BT phone box off the A466 between the
church and Forge Cottage

*  Wormelow at the Cricket Club &Carrot & Wine shop

*  Wormelow also at the Tump Inn

*  Wilton on wall at the BP garage on the roundabout

International
Repair Day ‘ !\‘i
17 October 2026 |

17.10.26

October is an important month in the Repair Café calendar with
International Repair Day, which this year falls on Saturday 17th
October, being an annual celebration for everyone who makes
repair happen in their community around the world. With
volunteer numbers at Repair Cafés globally now exceeding
60,000—repairing an estimated 72,000+ items every month
across more than 4,000 repair cafés—this celebration will be
particularly significant as it marks its 10th anniversary!

The day is dedicated to highlighting the importance of repair,
reuse, and extending the life of the things we own. It shines a
spotlight on repairers and everyday people who choose to fix
rather than discard, reminding us that repair is not just practical,
but a statement about sustainability, creativity, and the value of
what we already own.

Being the third Saturday of the month, South Hereford Repair
Café will meet on 17th October. You are very welcome to come
along to that session (or any of our sessions) to have an item in
need of repair assessed by our skilled volunteers. Or, if you
prefer, simply drop in, enjoy a coffee and cake in our café, and
watch repairs taking place. Of course, if you are interested in
joining us as a repairer, a front-of-house volunteer, or in our
café, we would be delighted to meet you as we aim to continue
growing our team.

We hope to see you at Dinedor Village Hall on the 17th!

www.repaircafesouthhereford.org.uk

Do you have something of interest to the community
which you would like to appear in the next edition of
The Birches?

The deadline for the November edition is
Friday 16th Ocober 2026
You can contact the Editor at the following email address:
editorial@birchesnews.org.uk

Would you like to advertise with us?
11 editions per year (No August newsletter)
116 page £4.20 per issue or £42 per year

1/8 page £4.80 perissue or £48 per year
1/4 page £5.40 per issue or £54 per year

Email #=7: editorial@birchesnews.org.uk
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